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More, (to speke tnielye as my mynde geveth me) where possessions
be private, where money bearethe all the stroke, it is hard and al-
moste impossible that there the weale publique maye justeleye be
governed,, and prosperouslye floryshe.
Onles you thinke thus: that Justyce is there executed, where all
thinges come into the handes of evell men, or that prosperitye there
florysshethe, where all is divided amonge a fewe: whyche fewe never-
thelesse doe not leade theire lives very wealthely, and the resydewe lyve
myserablye, wretchedlye, and beggerlye. Wherefore when I consyder
with my selfe and weye in my mynde the wyse, and godlye ordi-
naunces of the Utopians, amonge whome with very fewe lawes all
things be so wel and wealthelye ordered, that vertue is had in pryce
and estimation, and yet all thinges beinge there common, everye man
hath aboundaunce of everye thinge. Againe on the other part, when I
compare with them so manye nations ever makinge newe lawes, yet
none of them all well and sufficientlye furnysshed with lawes: where
everye man calleth that he hathe gotten, his owne proper and private
goodes, where so many new lawes daylye made be not sufficient for
everye man to enjoye, defend, and knoe from an other mans that
whych he calleth his owne: which thinge the infinite controversies in
the lawe, dayle rysynge, never to be ended, playnly declare to be trewe.
These thinges (I say) when I consider with me selfe, I holde wel
with Plato, and doe nothinge marveille, that he woulde make no lawes
for them, that refused those lawes, whereby all men shoulde have and
enjoye equal! portions of welthes and commodities. For the wise
man did easily forsee thas to bee the one and onlye waye to the weal the
of a communal rye, yf eqtialitye of all thinges should be broughte in
and stably shed. Whyche I thinke is not possible to be observed,
where everye mans gooddes be proper and pecullare to him selfe.
For where everye man under certeyne tytles and pretences draweth
and plucketh to himself e asmuch as he can, so that a fewe divide
among them selfes all the whole riches, be there never so muche
abundattnce and stoore, there to the reside we is left lacke and pov-
ertye.
And for the moste parte it chatinceth, that this latter sorte is more
worthye to enjoye that state of wealth, then the other be: bycause the
ryche men be covetous, craftye and unprofitable. On the other parte
the poore be lowly, simple, and by theire daylye laboure more pro-
fitable to the common welthe then to them selfes. Thus I doe fullye
persuade me selfe, that no equall and juste distribution of thinges can
be made, nor that perfecte wealthe shall ever be among men, onles
this propriety be exiled and bannished. But so long as it shall con-
tinew, so long shal rernaine among the most and best part of men the
hevy, and inevitable burden of poverty and wretchednes. Whiche, as